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Awarm winter 
welcome awaits 


INAUGURATION 


Reflection and transition 


From left, Doug Emhoff, U.S. Vice President-elect Kamala Harris, Jill Biden and President-elect Joe Biden observe 
the lamps lit at the Reflecting Pool near the Lincoln Memorial on Tuesday evening to honor the 400,000 American 
victims of the coronavirus pandemic. The vigil was part of Biden’s inaugural events. Chip Somodevilla, Getty Images 


Joe Biden, a former U.S. senator and vice president, will be inaugurated today as the 
46th president of the United States. Also to be inaugurated will be former U.S. Sen. 
Kamala Harris as vice president. She is the first woman, first Black and first Asian Amer- 
ican to hold that post. The ceremony will be held in the midst of a coronavirus pandemic 
under heightened security due to the Jan. 6 Capitol riots by supporters of President Don- 
ald Trump, who was impeached an unprecedented second time for inciting the violent 
protests. Like at August’s Democratic National Convention when Biden was nominated, 
most events will be conducted remotely and crowds will be sparse. Jonathan D. Salant 


When: As prescribed by the Constitution, 
Biden will be sworn in as president at noon. 
He is expected to arrive at the U.S. Capitol 

at 11 a.m. and the inauguration program is 
expected to begin at 11:15 a.m. Lady Gaga will 
sing the national anthem, and there will be a 
musical performance by Jennifer Lopez. 


Where: The inaugural ceremony traditionally 
is held at the West Front of the Capitol, the 
side facing the National Mall and Washington 
Monument. In the past, inclement weather 
has forced some ceremonies inside, but it is 
expected to be sunny and about 40 degrees 
today. 


Who will be there: The Presidential Inaugu- 
ral Committee has urged Americans not to 
travel to Washington and to “participate in 


the inaugural activities from home.” Those 

at the ceremony will include members of 
Congress, outgoing Vice President Mike 
Pence and former Presidents Barack Obama, 
George W. Bush and Bill Clinton and other 
invited guests. Gov. Phil Murphy and first lady 
Tammy Murphy will be there, too. 


How to watch: Traditionally, all of the major 
broadcast and cable networks carry the cere- 
mony live. The ceremony will be streamed at 
bidenInaugural.org/watch and the Presiden- 
tial Inauguration Committee's social media 
channels on YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, and 
Twitch. It also will be carried on Cheddar, 
Amazon Prime Video, Microsoft Bing, Fox’s 
NewsNow, and AT&T U-verse. Some coverage 
will begin as early as 6 a.m., and the cere- 
mony is expected to begin at 11:15 a.m. 


“These are 
dark times. 
But there’s 
always light.” 


President-elect Joe 
Biden, in an emotional 
sendoff in Delaware 
before departing for 
Washington (story on A4) 


Coverage starts on A3 


INAUGURATION 


D.C. on war footing as it keeps Guard up 


Paul Mulshine pmuishine@starledger.com 


WASHINGTON — It looks like Baghdad 
has come to Washington. 

Only Baghdad was a lot livelier. 

That was the conclusion of Pat Lang, a former Vietnam 
Green Beret who lives just across the Potomac in Alex- 
andria, Virginia. After Vietnam, he served as the U.S. 
attaché to the Iraqi military during the Iran-Iraq War. 

“Tused to go to the Green Zone when Saddam was run- 
ning Iraq,” he told me. “It was a hell of a lot more friendly 
than that.” 

I’ve never been to Baghdad. But I’ve been to a num- 
ber of Latin American countries that were going through 
civil wars. None put on quite a show of force like what I 
saw around the perimeter of the exclusion zone that puts 
the Capitol and the White House off-limits until after the 
inauguration. 

It’s not just the heavily armed National Guard troops 


blocking the avenues with their Humvees. It’s the double 
whammy caused by the COVID-19 crisis. The downtown 
area is famed for the watering holes to which the D.C. 
crowd would repair at day’s end. Now most restaurants 
are either closed or are doing takeout only. 

As for the crowds expected to descend on the capi- 
tal to either protest or celebrate Joe Biden’s swearing-in, 
there is not the slightest evidence they exist. Only a 
handful of tourists can be seen strolling past the mili- 
tary checkpoints. 

The only evidence of political activity I saw was at 
a spot called “Black Lives Matter Plaza.” There, about 
a dozen activists were displaying banners, making 
speeches and playing rap music. One of the banners read 
“Biden for President.” But I doubt the incoming presi- 
dent would embrace the sentiments coming out of the 
SEE MULSHINE, A5 
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THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 


Missing from the day: 
400K virus victims 


Nation hits grim milestone as Trump 
leaves office, with deaths accelerating 


Adam Geller and Janie Har Associated Press 


As President Donald Trump entered the final year 
of his term last January, the U.S. recorded its first con- 
firmed case of COVID-19. Not to worry, Trump insisted, 
his administration had the virus “totally under control.” 

In his final hours in office, after a year of presidential 
denials of reality and responsibility, the pandemic’s U.S. 
death toll eclipsed 400,000. And the loss of lives is accel- 
erating. 

“This is just one step on an ominous path of fatali- 
ties,” said Dr. Irwin Redlener, director of the National 
Center for Disaster Preparedness at Columbia Univer- 
sity and one of many public health experts who contend 
the Trump administration’s handling of the crisis led to 
thousands of avoidable deaths. 

“Everything about how it’s been managed has been 
infused with incompetence and dishonesty, and we’re 
paying a heavy price,” he said. 

The 400,000-death toll, reported Tuesday by Johns 
Hopkins University, is greater than the population of 
New Orleans, Cleveland or Tampa, Florida. It’s nearly 
equal to the number of American lives lost annually to 
strokes, Alzheimer’s disease, diabetes, flu and pneumo- 
nia combined. 

With more than 4,000 deaths recorded on some 
recent days — the most since the pandemic began — the 
toll by week’s end will probably surpass the number of 
Americans killed in World War II. 

“We need to follow the science, and the 400,000th 
death is shameful,” said Cliff Daniels, chief strategy officer 
SEE VICTIMS, A9 


ATTACK ON THE CAPITOL 


Naval contractor said 
to see ‘revolution’ in riot 


Joe Atmonavage For The Star-Ledger 


The New Jersey naval contractor who was charged 
with participating in the riot at the U.S. Capitol earlier 
this month told federal agents after his arrest that he 
stormed the government building to stop the electoral 
vote process and expected President Donald Trump to 
accompany the crowd. 

In an appearance via videoconference in federal court 
in Trenton, Assistant U.S. Attorney Sammi Malek said 
Timothy Hale-Cusanelli, 30, of Colts Neck, told agents 
that he entered the Capitol as part of the crowd to halt 
the election results from being certified. He told them he 
thought there was a “strong chance the president would 
accompany the crowd,” Malek said. 

Malek said Hale-Cusanelli is seen on video inside the 
Capitol saying “a revolution was coming.” 

Hale-Cusanelli is charged with unlawfully enter- 
ing restricted grounds, obstructing a law enforcement 
officer, violent entry and disorderly conduct in a Cap- 
itol building, demonstrating in a Capitol building and 
obstructing government business. 

Hale-Cusanelli is enlisted in the United States Army 
Reserves and works as a contractor at Naval Weap- 
ons Station Earle in Colts Neck, where he maintains a 
“secret” security clearance. He has been barred from the 
naval base, and the Army Reserves is reviewing his sta- 
tus with the force, Malek said. 

The Colts Neck resident came onto law enforcement’s 
radar after he allegedly told a confidential informant 
that he drove to Washington and entered the Capitol on 
Jan. 6, while also showing the informant video of him 
“making harassing and derogatory statements toward 
Capitol Police officers both inside and outside the Cap- 
itol building,” according to the criminal complaint. 
SEE CONTRACTOR, A6 
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A warm winter welcome 


Now more than ever, we’re committed to making your next stay even better with exceptional experiences, 
gracious service and the unparalleled amenities you’ve come to expect from our iconic oceanfront resort. 
Relax in one of four beachfront pools, enjoy championship golf, our luxurious spa, award-winning dining, 
shopping and more. Once you stay, you'll understand® 


Visit thebreakers.com, call 888-598-3373 or contact your travel advisor. 


Take comfort in knowing that the highest standards of comprehensive health and safety precautions are 
in place to protect our team, guests and community. For information, visit thebreakers.com/bsafe. 
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